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1
ONE PIECE INSTRUMENT PANEL WITH
MOLDED UPPER BIN

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

This application claims the priority of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 62/101,529 filed Jan. 9, 2015, which is
incorporated herein in its entirety by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to instrument panels for a vehicle
and with more particularity to instrument panels that include
energy absorption systems.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Vehicles generally contain instrument panels located in
front of the driver’s and passenger’s seats. The instrument
panel may contain a variety of components including HVAC
accessories, airbags, glove box assemblies and the like. The
instrument panel and components may generally be attached
to an instrument panel reinforcement (IPR) such that the IPR
supports both the instrument panel and the various compo-
nents contained in the instrument panel. The IPR may also
serve as an attachment point for various structural members.

Prior art instrument panels are generally formed in mul-
tiple pieces and may be connected together. There is there-
fore a need in the art for a simplified structure that is made
of one piece that is costly to manufacture and allows a
simplified installation.

Instrument panels may include various storage structures
including a glove box. It is desirable to include additional
storage locations on an instrument panel. There is therefore
a need in the art for a one piece instrument panel that
includes additional storage structures such as an open bin.

In the event that the vehicle is involved in a collision, it
is possible that a person seated in the vehicle, especially a
person in the position nearest to and facing the instrument
panel will come into physical contact with the instrument
panel. Accordingly, a need exists for energy absorption
systems associated with the instrument panel and the IPR to
absorb the energy of a passenger in the event of a collision.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one aspect, there is disclosed an instrument panel and
energy absorbing system for a vehicle that includes an
instrument panel reinforcement extending from a passenger
side to a driver side of a vehicle. At least one bracket is
secured to the instrument panel reinforcement. A one piece
instrument panel includes an open bin structure formed
thereon. An opening is formed in the instrument panel and
receives a glove box structure. A trim panel is connected to
the instrument panel about the opening and open bin struc-
ture. When an impact force is applied to the glove box, the
glove box travels along a path from an unengaged position
to an engaged position. The glove box contacts the trim
panel transferring at least a portion of the impact force to the
trim panel and wherein the trim panel contacts the at least
one bracket to absorb at least a portion of the impact force,
when the glove box is in the engaged position.

In another aspect, there is disclosed an instrument panel
and energy absorbing system for a vehicle that includes an
instrument panel reinforcement extending from a passenger
side to a driver side of a vehicle. At least one bracket is
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secured to the instrument panel reinforcement. A one piece
instrument panel includes an open bin structure formed
thereon. An opening is formed in the instrument panel and
receives a glove box structure. A trim panel is connected to
the instrument panel about the opening and open bin struc-
ture. When an impact force is applied to the glove box, the
glove box travels along a path from an unengaged position
to an engaged position. When the impact force is applied to
the glove box at least a portion of the impact force is
transferred through the trim panel and fastener to the instru-
ment panel and through the open bin and fastener to the
bracket.

In a further aspect, there is disclosed there is disclosed an
instrument panel and energy absorbing system for a vehicle
that includes an instrument panel reinforcement extending
from a passenger side to a driver side of a vehicle. At least
one bracket is secured to the instrument panel reinforcement.
A one piece instrument panel includes an open bin structure
formed thereon. An opening is formed in the instrument
panel and receives a glove box structure. A trim panel is
connected to the instrument panel about the opening and
open bin structure. When an impact force is applied to the
glove box, the glove box travels along a path from an
unengaged position to an engaged position. When the impact
force is applied to the glove box at least a portion of the
impact force is transferred through the at least one trim panel
rib to the instrument panel and at least a portion of the
impact force is transferred through the at least one instru-
ment panel rib to the bracket.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of an instrument
panel including a glove box, IPR and a lower trim panel;

FIG. 2 is a partial front view of an instrument panel
including an open bin, glove box, IPR and a lower trim
panel;

FIG. 3 is a partial rear view of an instrument panel
including a glove box, IPR and a lower trim panel;

FIG. 4 is a partial front view of an instrument panel
including an open bin, glove box, IPR and a lower trim
panel;

FIG. 5 is a partial rear view of an instrument panel
including an open bin, decorative trim, glove box and a
lower trim panel;

FIG. 6 is a partial section view taken along the line A-A
detailing the instrument panel, glove box, bracket, IPR and
lower trim panel;

FIG. 7 is a partial section view taken along the line B-B
detailing the instrument panel, glove box, bracket, IPR and
lower trim panel;

FIG. 8 is a partial section view taken along the line C-C
detailing the instrument panel, glove box, bracket, IPR and
lower trim panel.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The embodiments described herein generally relate to
systems within a vehicle associated with the instrument
panel for absorbing energy from a passenger coming into
contact with the instrument panel in the event of a collision.
The energy absorption systems generally include instrument
panel reinforcements, trim panels, and instrument panels or
instrument panel assemblies. Energy absorption systems and
related components will be described in more detail herein.
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Referring to FIGS. 1-8, embodiments of energy absorp-
tion systems 10 are illustrated. An energy absorption system
10 includes instrument panel reinforcement (IPR) 12 and at
least one bracket 14 secured to the instrument panel rein-
forcement 12. The energy absorbing system 10 also includes
a one piece instrument panel 16 that has an open bin
structure 18 formed thereon. An opening 20 is formed in the
instrument panel 16 and receives a glove box structure 22.
A trim panel 24 is connected to the instrument panel 16
about the opening 20 and open bin structure 18. When an
impact force is applied to the glove box 22, the glove box 22
travels along a path from an unengaged position to an
engaged position and the glove box 22 contacts the trim
panel 24 transferring at least a portion of the impact force to
the trim panel 24. The trim panel 24 in turn contacts the at
least one bracket 14 to absorb at least a portion of the impact
force, when the glove box 22 is in the engaged position.

In the embodiments described herein, the IPR 12 can
extend from the passenger side of the vehicle to the driver
side of the vehicle and can be formed of any metal, for
example, steel. The IPR 12 can anchor a number of brackets
14 with two shown in the figures. The IPR may also anchor
or connect to various components associated with the instru-
ment panel assembly such as meters, gauges, audio and
video accessories, HVAC accessories, airbags, and the like.

The at least one bracket 14 may include a curved body 31
that absorbs energy through a controlled deformation. The
body 31 may include a curve that extends downward to
contact various structures as will be described in more detail
below.

The instrument panel 16 may be formed in one piece to
reduce the complexity and weight of the component and to
allow cost effective manufacture and a simplified installa-
tion. The instrument panel 16 includes at least one access
window 26 formed therein allowing connection of compo-
nents on a rear side of the instrument panel 16. The open bin
18 shape may complicate the assembly of various compo-
nents on a rear side of the instrument panel 16. The access
window 26 may be utilized to connected wire harnesses and
modules 35, as best shown in FIG. 4.

The instrument panel 16 may include a box structure 28
formed therein that is positioned adjacent the at least one
access window 26. The box structure 28 may receive an
electronic control unit and provide a convenient attachment
point not requiring a blind assembly. The instrument panel
16 may also include a decorative trim panel 30 disposed over
the at least one access window 26 and the box structure 28.

The energy absorption system 10 may include multiple
energy transfer paths that allow for the controlled dissipation
of'an impact force in the general direction as indicated by the
direction arrow A. In one aspect, upon a determined forward
impact event corresponding to an occupant’s knees 32 and
34 contacting the glove box 22 in a direction generally
referenced by arrow A, these forces are transferred and
absorbed as will be discussed in more detail below.

Referring to FIG. 6 there is shown a sectional view of the
instrument panel 16, open bin 18, trim panel 24, glove box
22 and the IPR 12. A first transfer and absorption path for the
impact force includes the open bin structure 18 having a slot
36 formed therein receiving a fastener 38 connecting the
open bin structure 18 to the bracket 14. When the impact
force is applied to the glove box 22 at least a portion of the
impact force is transferred through the open bin 18 and
fastener 38 to the bracket 14 which provides a controlled
absorption of the force.

Referring to FIG. 6, a second transtfer and absorption path
for the impact force includes the trim panel 24 having a slot
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40 formed therein receiving a fastener 42 connecting the
trim panel 24 to the instrument panel 16. When the impact
force is applied to the glove box 22 at least a portion of the
impact force is transferred through the trim panel 24 and
fastener 42 to the instrument panel 16.

Referring to FIG. 7, a third transfer and absorption path
for the impact force includes the trim panel 24 having a slot
27 formed therein. The slot 27 receives a fastener 29 from
the glove box 22 connecting the glove box 22 and trim panel
24. When the impact force is applied to the glove box 22 at
least a portion of the impact force is transferred to the trim
panel 24.

Referring to FIG. 8, a fourth transfer and absorption path
for the impact force includes the instrument panel 16 having
at least one rib 46 formed thereon. When the impact force is
applied to the glove box 22 at least a portion of the impact
force is transferred through the at least one instrument panel
rib 46 to the bracket 14.

Referring to FIG. 8, a fifth transfer and absorption path for
the impact force includes the glove box 22 which travels
along a path from an unengaged position to an engaged
position. The glove box 22 contacts the trim panel 24
transferring at least a portion of the impact force to the trim
panel 24. The trim panel 24 includes a contact structure 48
that engages the at least one bracket 14 to absorb at least a
portion of the impact force, when the glove box 22 is in the
engaged position.

Referring to FIG. 8, a sixth transfer and absorption path
for the impact force includes the trim panel 24 having at
least one panel rib 44 formed thereon. When the impact
force is applied to the glove box 22 at least a portion of the
impact force is transferred through the at least one trim panel
rib 44 to the instrument panel 16.

In one aspect, the at least one bracket 14 may be located
according to one or more lower leg intrusion points. The
lower leg intrusion points may represent the path that the
knees of a typical passenger may take during a collision. The
knees may travel in an arcing-motion as the legs rotate about
the ankle towards the instrument panel 16. In the depicted
embodiment, an energy absorbing bracket 14 can be
securely attached to the IPR 12 at a first knee position, and
a second energy absorbing bracket 14 can be securely
attached to the IPR 12 at a second knee position.

The energy absorption system 10 described above can be
configured to dissipate a portion of the energy applied to the
instrument panel 16 and glove box 22 upon the application
of an impact force such as from the knees of a passenger
resulting from a collision.

With reference to FIG. 8, initially, the instrument panel 16
and glove box 22 is located in a position such that the trim
panel 24 contact structure 48 is spaced at a distance d from
the bracket 14 in an unengaged position. When a sufficient
impact energy or force is applied to the glove box 22 and
instrument panel 16, the glove box 22 moves in a direction
corresponding to the arrow A such that the glove box 22
contacts the trim panel 24 and moves the trim panel 24 such
that it traverses the distance d and is forced into an engage-
ment position wherein it engages and contacts the bracket
14. Such a traversal operates to absorb a portion of the
impact energy or force and transfer the force to the brackets
14. Additionally, the impact force is also dissipated and
absorbed by the additional travel and absorption paths as
described above.

Upon engagement, the bracket 14 may deflect or deform
such that a portion of the impact energy is absorbed in a
controlled manner. Either by deflection or deformation, the
impact force is transferred to the brackets 14 and IPR 12.
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While particular embodiments have been illustrated and
described herein, it should be understood that various other
changes and modifications may be made without departing
from the spirit and scope of the claimed subject matter.
Moreover, although various aspects of the claimed subject
matter have been described herein, such aspects need not be
utilized in combination. It is therefore intended that the
appended claims cover all such changes and modifications
that are within the scope of the claimed subject matter.

I claim:

1. An instrument panel and energy absorbing system for
a vehicle comprising:

an instrument panel reinforcement extending from a pas-
senger side to a driver side of a vehicle;

at least one bracket secured to the instrument panel
reinforcement;

a one piece instrument panel, the instrument panel includ-
ing an open bin structure formed thereon;

an opening formed in the instrument panel, the opening
receiving a glove box structure;

a trim panel connected to the instrument panel about the
opening and open bin structure, the trim panel includ-
ing a contact structure spaced from the at least one
bracket in an unengaged position;

wherein when an impact force is applied to the glove box,
a glove box travels along a path from the unengaged
position to an engaged position, and wherein the glove
box contacts the trim panel transferring at least a
portion of the impact force to the trim panel and
wherein the trim panel moves and the contact structure
contacts the at least one bracket to absorb at least a
portion of the impact force, when the glove box is in the
engaged position.

2. The instrument panel and energy absorbing system of
claim 1 wherein the open bin structure includes a slot formed
therein receiving a fastener connecting the open bin struc-
ture to the bracket wherein when the impact force is applied
to the glove box at least a portion of the impact force is
transferred through the open bin and fastener to the bracket.

3. The instrument panel and energy absorbing system of
claim 1 wherein the trim panel includes a slot formed therein
receiving a fastener connecting the trim panel to the instru-
ment panel wherein when the impact force is applied to the
glove box at least a portion of the impact force is transferred
through the trim panel and fastener to the instrument panel.

4. The instrument panel and energy absorbing system of
claim 1 wherein the trim panel includes at least one rib
formed thereon wherein when the impact force is applied to
the glove box at least a portion of the impact force is
transferred through the at least one trim panel rib to the
instrument panel.

5. The instrument panel and energy absorbing system of
claim 1 wherein the instrument panel includes at least one
rib formed thereon wherein when the impact force is applied
to the glove box at least a portion of the impact force is
transferred through the at least one instrument panel rib to
the bracket.

6. The instrument panel and energy absorbing system of
claim 1 wherein when the impact force is applied to the
glove box, the instrument panel reinforcement and the
bracket are configured to deform in order to absorb at least
a portion of the impact force.

7. The instrument panel and energy absorbing system of
claim 1 wherein the instrument panel includes at least one
access window formed therein allowing connection of com-
ponents on a rear side of the instrument panel.
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8. The instrument panel and energy absorbing system of
claim 1 further including a decorative trim panel disposed
over the at least one access window.

9. The instrument panel and energy absorbing system of
claim 1 wherein the instrument panel includes a box struc-
ture formed therein and positioned adjacent the at least one
access window.

10. An instrument panel and energy absorbing system for
a vehicle comprising:

an instrument panel reinforcement extending from a pas-
senger side to a driver side of a vehicle;

at least one bracket secured to the instrument panel
reinforcement;

a one piece instrument panel, the instrument panel includ-
ing an open bin structure formed thereon wherein the
open bin structure includes a slot formed therein receiv-
ing a fastener connecting the open bin structure to the
bracket;

an opening formed in the instrument panel, the opening
receiving a glove box structure;

a trim panel connected to the instrument panel about the
opening and open bin structure wherein the trim panel
includes a slot formed therein receiving a fastener
connecting the trim panel to the instrument panel, the
trim panel including a contact structure spaced from the
at least one bracket in an unengaged position;

wherein when an impact force is applied to the glove box,
the glove box travels along a path from the unengaged
position to an engaged position, and wherein the trim
panel moves and the contact structure contacts the at
least one bracket and at least a portion of the impact
force is transferred through the trim panel and fastener
to the instrument panel and through the open bin and
fastener to the bracket.

11. The instrument panel and energy absorbing system of
claim 10 wherein the trim panel includes at least one rib
formed thereon wherein when the impact force is applied to
the glove box at least a portion of the impact force is
transferred through the at least one trim panel rib to the
instrument panel.

12. The instrument panel and energy absorbing system of
claim 10 wherein the instrument panel includes at least one
rib formed thereon wherein when the impact force is applied
to the glove box at least a portion of the impact force is
transferred through the at least one instrument panel rib to
the bracket.

13. The instrument panel and energy absorbing system of
claim 10 wherein when the impact force is applied to the
glove box, the instrument panel reinforcement and the
bracket are configured to deform in order to absorb at least
a portion of the impact force.

14. An instrument panel and energy absorbing system for
a vehicle comprising:

an instrument panel reinforcement extending from a pas-
senger side to a driver side of a vehicle;

at least one bracket secured to the instrument panel
reinforcement;

a one piece instrument panel, the instrument panel includ-
ing an open bin structure formed thereon and the
instrument panel includes at least one rib formed
thereon;

an opening formed in the instrument panel, the opening
receiving a glove box structure;

a trim panel connected to the instrument panel about the
opening and open bin structure wherein the trim panel
includes at least one rib formed thereon, the trim panel



US 9,457,755 B2
7

including a contact structure spaced from the at least
one bracket in an unengaged position;

wherein when an impact force is applied to the glove box,

the glove box travels along a path from the unengaged
position to an engaged position, and wherein at leasta 5
portion of the impact force is transferred through the at
least one trim panel rib to the instrument panel and at
least a portion of the impact force is transferred through
the at least one instrument panel rib to the bracket.

15. The instrument panel and energy absorbing system of 10
claim 14 wherein the open bin structure includes a slot
formed therein receiving a fastener connecting the open bin
structure to the bracket wherein when the impact force is
applied to the glove box at least a portion of the impact force
is transferred through the open bin and fastener to the 15
bracket.

16. The instrument panel and energy absorbing system of
claim 14 wherein the trim panel includes a slot formed
therein receiving a fastener connecting the trim panel to the
instrument panel wherein when the impact force is applied 20
to the glove box at least a portion of the impact force is
transferred through the trim panel and fastener to the instru-
ment panel.

17. The instrument panel and energy absorbing system of
claim 14 wherein when the impact force is applied to the 25
glove box, the instrument panel reinforcement and the
bracket are configured to deform in order to absorb at least
a portion of the impact force.
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